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CITY OF LACKAWANNA 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT BOARD MEETING 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

TIME: 6:00 PM 

Wednesday October 29, 2025 

 

Meeting Called to Order/Pledge of Allegiance 

NB: Meeting being recorded. 

 

Roll Call: Board Members: Abdulla, Buckner, DeSantis, Friend, Gable (Excused), 

Smith, Zambron 

  Administrative: Balon, Clark, Cooper, Hayes 

 

Approval of Minutes: of the Planning and Development Board Meeting on September 24, 

2025. 

 

Motion by Friend; seconded by Buckner to adopt minutes of the Planning and Development 

Board Meeting on September 24, 2025 as written. 

 

Yeas: Abdulla, Buckner, DeSantis, Friend, Smith, Zambron             Carried 6-0 

 

Communication from Planning and Development Board Applicants: 

 

1. Jeneen Bish – Site Plan Approval – 1245 Abbott Road – Requests the Board approve 

application to open a bakery in Neighborhood Commercial Zone. Applicant plans to 

use the building as a bakery that offers occasional cake decorating classes. Applicant 

addressed Board questions including the following: waste removal, hours and days 

of operation, class offerings, and anticipated timeline to opening.  

 

The Board asked if anyone from the public was in attendance to speak on the agenda item 

and no one replied stating they were. Therefore, the public comment and question period 

was not enacted. 

 

Motion by DeSantis; seconded by Friend to approve site plan as presented. 

Yeas: Abdulla, Buckner, DeSantis, Friend, Smith, Zambron             Carried 6-0 

 

2. David Giusiana Architects – Site Plan Approval/SEQR Negative Declaration – 1590 

Abbott Road – Requests the Board approve application for a 2,466 sqft addition to 

an existing building in Neighborhood Commercial Zone. Applicant states the 

structure will be a 36’ x 68’ addition. Applicant addressed Board questions including 

the following: current business operations, storage of goods, safety systems, and 

hours and days of operation. 

 

Motion by Buckner; seconded by Zambron to open floor to public comment. 

Yeas: Abdulla, Buckner, DeSantis, Friend, Smith, Zambron             Carried 6-0 
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No public comment(s)/question(s) offered during the open period. 

 

Motion by Abdulla; seconded by Buckner to close floor to public comment. 

Yeas: Abdulla, Buckner, DeSantis, Friend, Smith, Zambron             Carried 6-0 

 

Motion by Abdulla; seconded by Zambron to approve negative declaration. 

Yeas: Abdulla, Buckner, DeSantis, Friend, Smith, Zambron             Carried 6-0 

 

Motion by Friend; seconded by Abdulla to approve site plan as presented. 

Yeas: Abdulla, DeSantis, Friend, Smith, Zambron  Nays: Buckner          Carried 5-1 

 

3. Omar Alwabri – Site Plan Approval – 1769 Abbott Road – Requests the Board 

approve application to open a Yemeni restaurant in Neighborhood Commercial 

Zone. Applicant states the business will offer dine-in restaurant services; take-out 

orders; and café services including hot and cold beverages. Applicant addressed 

Board questions including the following: waste removal; hours and days of 

operation; signage; staff; and offerings.  

 

Motion by Gable; seconded by Zambron to open floor to public comment. 

Yeas: Abdulla, Buckner, DeSantis, Friend, Smith, Zambron             Carried 6-0 

 

No public comment(s)/question(s) offered during the open period. 

 

Motion by Zambron; seconded by Friend to close floor to public comment. 

Yeas: Abdulla, Buckner, DeSantis, Friend, Smith, Zambron             Carried 6-0 

 

Motion by Buckner; seconded by Abdulla to approve site plan as presented. 

Yeas: Abdulla, Buckner, DeSantis, Friend, Smith, Zambron             Carried 6-0 

 

 

 

Tabled Items: N/A 

 

Old Business: N/A 

 

Adjournment: 

 

Motion by Buckner; seconded by DeSantis to adjourn meeting. 

Yeas: Abdulla, Buckner, DeSantis, Friend, Smith, Zambron                      Carried 6-0 

 

 

 

The full audio recording of this meeting is available upon request. Please email the Development office at: 

lackawannadevelopment@lackny.com to request a copy. 
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