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CITY OF LACKAWANNA 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT BOARD MEETING 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

TIME: 6:00 PM 

Wednesday July 29, 2026 

 

Meeting Called to Order/Pledge of Allegiance 

NB: Meeting being recorded. 

 

Roll Call: Board Members: Smith, Abdulla (excused), Buckner, Dubel, Friend,  

Milks (excused), Zambron 

  Administrative: Clark, Balon, Hayes 

 

Approval of Minutes: of the Planning and Development Board Meeting on May 27, 2026. 

 

Motion by Friend; seconded by Zambron to adopt minutes of the Planning and Development 

Board Meeting on May 27, 2026 as written. 

 

Yeas: Smith, Buckner, Dubel, Friend, Zambron                        Carried 5-0 

 

Communication from Planning and Development Board Applicants: 

 

1. Site Plan Approval / SEQR Negative Declaration – 2303 Hamburg Turnpike – Matt 

Riggi / Sweet Life LLC. Applicant is requesting a negative declaration for a state 

environmental quality review (SEQR) and site plan approval to permit installation of 

a new 72-foot by 450-foot sugar storage facility within the Bethlehem 

Redevelopment Area (BRA) Zone. 

 

Motion by Friend; seconded by Dubel to open floor to public comment. 

Yeas: Smith, Buckner, Dubel, Friend, Zambron                        Carried 5-0 

 

Public comment: Eric Burroughs of Ferrous Manufacturing Inc., located at 1951 Hamburg 

Turnpike Building 30, spoke. Discussion focused on drainage, standing water, retention 

ponds, pot holes, and remnants of raw product mixing into the aforementioned areas. 

 

Motion by Zambron; seconded by Dubel to close floor to public comment. 

Yeas: Smith, Buckner, Dubel, Friend, Zambron                        Carried 5-0 

 

Motion by Friend; seconded by Zambron to approve SEQR Negative Declaration with the 

following Board condition: update the responses to question 17 (A) & (B) regarding storm 

water discharge in the Short Environmental Assessment Form Part 1 – Project Information – 

from “no” to “yes”. 

Yeas: Smith, Buckner, Dubel, Friend, Zambron                        Carried 5-0 
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Motion by Friend; seconded by Dubel to approve site plan as presented with the following 

Board condition: if construction of the new 72-foot by 450-foot facility creates additional 

water runoff that exacerbates the existing drainage problem, then the applicant will place 

drain tile. 

Yeas: Smith, Buckner, Dubel, Friend, Zambron                        Carried 5-0 

 

2. SEQR Negative Declaration – 560 Ridge Road – Thomas Nicometo, City of 

Lackawanna – Director of Purchasing. Applicant is requesting a negative declaration 

for a state environmental quality review (SEQR) related to a grant-funded 

remodeling project for the public library building, which is city-owned and located 

in the Central Business District (CBD) Zone. 

 

Public comment: No in-person or written comments were presented on the matter. 

 

Motion by Friend; seconded by Buckner to approve SEQR Negative Declaration. 

Yeas: Smith, Buckner, Dubel, Friend, Zambron                        Carried 5-0 

 

Tabled Items: N/A 

 

Old Business: N/A 

 

Adjournment: 

 

Motion by Friend; seconded by Zambron to adjourn meeting. 

Yeas: Smith, Buckner, Dubel, Friend, Zambron                        Carried 5-0 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The full audio recording of this meeting is available upon request. Please email the Development office at: 

lackawannadevelopment@lackny.com to request a copy. 
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